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A risk matrix can be used to help you work out the level of risk associated with a particular issue. 
You can categorise the likelihood of harm and the potential severity of the harm and plot this on the matrix. The risk level determines which risks should be tackled first. E.g. High/ Medium/ Low.
It is accepted that different individuals will have their own perceptions of risk and may allocate different scores to hazards.  Minor variations are not problematic, what is important is that priority is given to the highest risks first.  Assessors can use the matrix to gauge both the current risk rating and also any residual risk rating after control strategies have been implemented.  
If you have any questions about risk assessments in general please contact the Health and Safety Team for assistance on 01228 221616 or email healthandsafety@cumbria.gov.uk
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